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CRCB

• Non-profit, non-partisan organisation

• From 2013

• Our main / recent topics:

– Media analysis (content analysis & discourse analysis)

– Big Data & data scarping, database building

– Quality of legislation with hard data

– Detection /measurement of corruption risk with hard data
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Staff & Support

• Interdisciplinary team

• Voluntary workers 

(coders, experts, research assistants e.t.c.)

• Hungarian companies

• Financial support: EU Commission; Hungarian 

Competition Authority; OSF; governments; 

donations of Hungarian citizens and companies
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From the anecdotal evidences…
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…like these…
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…to Data…
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From this…(The Hungarian Procurement Office)
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..to this…

2019.04.20. 8



..and to this…
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more data => 

more analysis => 

increase the prob. of detection => 

increase the cost of corrupt activities => 

less corrupt activities
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• The data disclosure politics matter:

• Open Contracting Data Standard
https://www.open-contracting.org/data-standard/

• 11 countries use it:

for instance Zambia, Canada, Chile, Ukraine
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1.  We published our first analysis in January 2018:

„Bangladesh, Zambia & Hungary

Data publication practice of the Hungarian Public 

Procurement Authority” (http://www.crcb.eu/?p=1322) 

2. and a worldwide assessment with data of 120 countries 

in November 2018:

„Data publication practices of public procurement 

authorities around the world – 2018”

(http://www.crcb.eu/?p=1563) 
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Poor and misleading data publication in Hungary
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Type of procedure

„“Contract award

notice/ type 2005 

EUHL” …

…but this is

a tender 

announcement to 

acquire Microsoft 

licence within the 

existing large 

enterprise contract 

framework for the 

MAV-START JSC” 

Source: http://www.crcb.eu/?p=1322

http://www.crcb.eu/?p=1322


And in Zambia:
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From the main 

page you

should go only

to the “Open 

Contracting

Data” menu

and here click

on the

“Records” 

menu

Source: http://www.crcb.eu/?p=1322

http://www.crcb.eu/?p=1322


Chile, Zambia and Hungary by the Index of Data 

Availability, (IDA, 2018)
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0 ≤ IDA ≤ 1

# The number of clicks 

required to reach the non-

downloadable awarded 

contracts data from the 

procurement authority’s 

opening page

# The number of clicks 

required to reach the 

download page of 

awarded contracts data 

from the procurement 

authority’s opening page;

# Number of 

characteristics of 

downloadable or non-

downloadable contract 

award notice data on the 

public procurement 

authority’s website

# Number of search filters 

available in the search 

function of non-

downloadable contract 

award notice data on the 

public procurement 

authority’s website

Source: http://www.crcb.eu/?p=1563

http://www.crcb.eu/?p=1563


The reaction of the Hungarian authorities (HPPO):

Lawsuits (three times) against the CRCB: 

July 16, 2018,

September 25, 2018 and

November 29, 2018
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…and the reaction of one of the best public procurement 

authorities in the world (The Chilecompra, 

https://www.chilecompra.cl/ ):
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# the Chilecompra

summarize the CRCB 

research results

and it cites our results in

the twitter

https://www.chilecompra.cl/


…and we received a news yesterday afternoon:

The decision of the Budapest Capital Court has 

condemned us in 5th March 2019:

# we have to pay a fine of 1 million HUF 

+ 127,000 HUF as legal cost to the Hungarian State

# we have to publish a communication

# we have to remove our first study from our 

webpage

This is Hungary now
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